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ABSTRACT

The Girl-Child education is a concept that has begaging scholars over the years. In this papgemats has
been made to examine the concept of education,mecess of acquiring of skills and knowledge thegpares one to
develop physically, morally, socially, economicagtiglitically and technologically to enable one b@eoa useful member
of the society. The Girl-Child education, as thenfal education centred on the Girl-Child to make hepowerful
instrument for development, why the need for GinH€ education, is to enable the Girl-Child contitis to the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP), to national issues, andluéisn of conflict within the nation etc. The pidllibrary as a
gateway to knowledge providing opportunities fofelbng learning, independent decision making andtucl
development of individuals and social groups. Thelig library supports the Girl-Child education kproviding
information services needed to control their lia@sl influence their societies. The public librarddso serves as a forum
for human development of skills knowledge and digsation of information that has the capacitiesatwelerate the
Girl-Child and women education. Finally, it was seanended that public libraries should stock histadriheroes and
models for the Girl-Child to emulate, governmenowd provide fund to public libraries to enable thgblic libraries

acquire relevant information resources to enhanedsirl-Child education etc.
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INTRODUCTION

Education is simply the acquisition of skills amibkvledge that one needs for economic developmehtsaalso
as process that prepares one to develop physivaltglly, socially, politically and technologicalty enhance one fixation
into the society. A nation that wants to develap liuman resources cannot embark on any meanindfidagonal

programme without a well equipped library with tasok, instructional materials and other educatesources.

Libraries are one of the paramount educationalisesvthat is required, so government must providel fto
manage libraries Aina (2004) described a publicalip as generally managed, financed and supportegolzernment,
local communities and occasionally by non goverrislesrganizations. Girl-Child education is the feaf this paper and
how the public libraries can enhance the Girl-Chalducation. The Girl-Child often are faced with adisiinations,
domestic abuse, sexual exploitation, less educagany marriage and often denial of her fundamehntanan right.
As a result of all these woes that befall the Gihitd in Nigeria. It is enusaged that if the Girhil@l is properly educated

she will be able to empower herself and set hefisdffrom cultural and parental bondage.

Concept of Education

Education according to the united states resoluigothe inalienable right of every child irrespeetiof sex.
In Nigeria’s National Policy on Education, educatie the right of every citizen as well as therinstent for development.

llliteracy is responsible for the inferior statusveomen in Nigeria. According to Farrant (1976)editby Olatunyi (1999)
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regards education as the process of learning éodsva useful and acceptable member of the conynanit as a good

citizen.

White (Nd) adds that true education means more thanperusal of a certain course of studies. Ithis

preparation for the life that one leads now andadlyeof greater service in the world beyond.

According to Akale (2000) in the Nigerian conteatiucation is conceived as the process of discayevimt the
national goals and aspirations are, acquiring eéiggeand technical know-how, as well as gainingright attitude for

attaining these goals.

Education can also be conceived as a process wharelmdividual is able to develop the skills thall enable
him earn a living, improve his life and make himctipe with life’s problems, increase his level afaaeness so that he is
able to understand the scientific courses or otiseraf events. Education helps to prepare a peBentively take part in
economic development, is also a process that eebahe development of man physically, mentallytjwalily, morally,

socially and technologically to assist him/heruadtion effectively in the society.
The Girl-Child Education

The field of education is very broad and diversd as a result of this, this paper will concentmtethe formal
education with particular reference on the Girl{@hAsmal (2003). Described education as the pawenstrument of
human development, a key to successful living. @i (2008) defines the Girl-Child as a biologicamfale offspring

from birth to eighteen years of age.

According to Akale (2000). Women constitute abouwif hof Nigeria’s population hence their productive
capabilities must be harnessed to the fullest fistasnable national development. Inspite of all phegrammes initiated

for women and the expansion of educational faesitt all levels, women participation in educat#ostill low.

According to Robert (2006) female education is &ltaall term for a complex set of issues and debate
surrounding education (primary education, secondstycation, tertiary education and health educaitioparticular)
for girls and women. Working definition of the Gihild as given by UNICEF (1995) reads “any humamf below
eighteen (18) years”.

To further buttress UNICEF (1997) gave another aate definition of children as “people below thgeaof
eighteen whose best interest must be taken intsideration in all situation and that a child mustgrotected at all cost

particularly from birth to above eighteen yearag#d out that the Girl-Child must be given ampdéngover others.
Why Girl-Child Education

Education is recognized as the main vehicle fommting and improving the standard of living of wame
Rowland (1997) wrote that education for girls vinitrease women’s confidence and capacity to bepmaigent as well as
becoming aware of their situation. According to @0H00) an educated Girl-Child as a professionatridoutes the Gross
—Domestic Product (GDP), she also contribute meduily to national issues which leads to a heaithigtion and also to
resolution of conflicts within the nation and bring her family in a healthier environment. Thishailso lead to savings
both on the part of the family and the nation &s lemoney will be spent on diseases. He stresstefithat she is able to
reads, write and then specialize in various fielflendeavours as well as being able to take catlkecimmediate family,
thereby contributing to the building of a discigthsociety. She is able to take care of hersedinfitally and otherwise

instead of being a liability to others.
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UNESCO (1998) noted that it has been realizedghstainable human development cannot be effedtivalfi of
the human race (women folk) remain ignorant, magied and discriminated against while Tahir (1988)orted that
women constitute about 50% of Nigerian’s populatitiveir level of participation in the educationabgrammes of the

nation is not proportional to their numbers.

The education of the Girl-Child is the empowermafrthe women of tomorrow. According to Abdulaze2{4)
in most Nigerian homes women or female are relegabethe background and their make counterpartsgaren
preferential treatment while Bakari (2001) washaf bpinion that educating the Girl-Child will raidee consciousness of
“tomorrow’s women about barriers and issues that socially and culturally constructed. Women cdmitions to

economic development cannot be quantified.

Okeke (1989) and king (1996) drew attention to soféhe myths and negative stereotypes raisedsmodrage

the education of females in Nigeria. They include.
» Educated women make bad wives and are not respertheir husbands.
» Educated women are irreligious and do not encouttagje children to be religious.
» Educated women do not dress up to reflect the ieultu
» Educated women are unruly and bossy
» Educated women cause psychological instabilityaimés
e Educated women tend to be morally corrupt and psonaus.

As a result of the above myths and negative stgpestwhere parents and society at large believeddh myths

and stereotypes, they find it difficult to providils and boys equal access to education.

To break this myths and stereotypes to provide leqoeess to education for girls, the public libearihas
significant roles to play in order to achieve thigective. Therefore, this paper will examine thublg libraries and how

the public libraries can enhance girl-child edumati
Concept of Public Library

The public library according to Oyegade, Masarawd Wakogwu (2008) is the peoples university, thealo
gateway to knowledge, providing opportunities fafelbng learning, independent decision making andtucal
development of individuals and social groups. Rubbraries provide access to knowledge, informatamd works of
imagination through a wide range of resources andicees making it equally available to all membefshe community
irrespective of age, race, gender, nationalityigieh, language, disability, economic employmemttis$ and educational

attainment.

Ogbonna (2011) described public libraries in Nigeas service oriented. Mostly established and fdiidestate

government and local government authorities, thieyuaually classified as non-income generatingoéistanents.

They are seen as institutions through which govemtrprovide free educational and social servicabdgeople.
Public libraries are the agencies structured bygbeernment to provide information resources tonmite education

without gender bias.
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According to Omotosho and Olatokunbo (2012), thblipdibrary is the teacher of teachers, the mewutothe
down trodden and the veritable link between theegoment and the governed especially the rural comityut is also
endowed with the features that can affect the rddmnsformation, as well as the capacity to accodate any

programme of government and the governed.

In the 2% century information is a powerful development tthat supports advancements. Access to information
must be a priority of any development initiativeslahe public library is the custodian of inforneatiand is universal in
service delivery. Its fundamental responsibilitytés acquire and preserve information resources lkamvledge to be
accessed by all generation of users. Mbashir, Fotam, Audu and Adebisi (2010) remarked that pubbcaries are
established for the purpose of serving the gergrafithe society through tax, support and theywitbout bias, to sex,
age, race and religion. They further stressed ttiatmaterials acquired in the public libraries tremeet the general

requirement of every profession and activity in soeiety.
How Public Libraries Can Enhance the Girl-Child Education

According to Bello (2004) library plays an importanle in making education objectives achievablgprted
by Ibe (2011) that through different forms of infaation services, the un-informed are informed, illiterates receive
education, on topics of interest, the unskilled dme skilled and member of the community becomesosvaped

irrespective of gender, location and social status.

The public library has many roles to play in thevalepment of a nation. lbe, Uzoegbunam and Ahed 320
stated that library serves as a centre for promadibcultural heritage is a respected place whesen@n can gather to
support each other and have their questions andwé&re library is a reliable and secure place foman and girls,
they can obtain information services needed to takerol of their lives and influence their soagsti Ologunleko (2001)
sees the public library as libraries establishadl fanded with tax-payers money for the free andesimicted provision of
books and related materials to member of the pdblistudy purposes and for vocational, culturad aecreational use.
The public library serve as the forum for human elepment of skills, knowledge and disseminatioroiinfation,
especially through its various information servi@s which have the capacities to accelerate tta@natent of the

millennium development goals in which gender andnen empowerment is inclusive.

Alokun (1998) discovers in his study that publigréiries have significant roles to play in the inmpétation of
mass literacy, adult and non-formal education mognes. Ogbomah (1998) stated that the establishoheuiblic library
is premised on the need to assist people to catehéir information needs which cover a wide avélifelong education

political economic and cultural etc.

According to Aina (2004) the public library is tkhentre of activity in a community, he summoned upllws

the characteristics of a public library.
* Provision Of Free Service To All
e Support for the civic and cultural activities o€@mmunity
* Meeting the informational needs of all the indivédiiin the community.

* Provision of information sources for continuing edtion, vocational education and adult education,

thereby facilitating informal education of all tleomiterested in informal education.

* Provision of education sources that will enrich &unther formal education.
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« Encouragement of users to be involved in recreatiactivities.
» Provision of library and information services t§ athether in urban or rural areas.

» Provision of rental facilities to members of thebfict such as halls for events like wedding reaepsi

lectures and symposia and also rooms for meetitags e
CONCLUSIONS

From the paper it can be seen that the publicrijtias a lot of roles to play in enhancing the-giild education
by making information materials available that wilake them acquire skill and knowledge that wilkenghem fit into the
society and as an enablement to compete with thale counterpart. The public library also solve fineblem of the

girl —child by encouraging and introducing readiabits to her.

The role of the public library in assisting in fiealg educational programmes cannot be over empéadsn the
area of information bearing resources and inforomadielivery.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The public libraries should identify and stock nes@s like historical heroes and models that thiechild can
emulate and aspire to be like. The public librasiesa matter of urgency should have branches thallocal government
areas of the state, so that at the grass rootniafion can be utilized to enhance skill acquisiteord knowledge by the
girl-child. The government, local, state and fetlshmuld adequately fund public libraries so tleytcan acquire relevant

information resources that supports the girl-ckildication which is one of the millennium developthyoals.

The public libraries should be provided with funcial information communication technologies so thaly can

effectively and efficiently discharge their sensde match the modern trend in the delivery ofdilgrservices.
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